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Canning Industry of Italy 


The American consul at Naples in a report to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce states that the Naples district contains about 
one-third of the-canning factories of Italy, and nine of the ten 
more important canneries in Italy are established in the im- 
mediate vicinity of Naples. Two of these concerns have a capi- 
tal of over $1,000,000 each; one reporting an annual sale of near- 
ly $6,000,000, while the volume of business of the latter is stated 
to be about $4,000,000 annually. 


In 1926, the South Italian canning industry produced about 
1,000,000 cases of canned peeled tomatoes, and 50,000 cases of 
tomato paste. Production statistics for the many varieties of 
canned products other than those mentioned are not available, 
but possibly the maximum output of canned foodstuffs in the 
Naples district reaches 1,500,000 cases annually, 


The Naples canning industry is using an increasing amount 
of machinery, though at present only the largest firms have in- 
stalled the more complicated and expensive machines. About 25 
fairly large canners failed in South Italy during the past year, 
and their business has to a large extent been absorbed by the 
larger firms. The tendency of the Naples canning industry is 
toward large-scale production and concentration of the business 
in a well equipped plant. 


The principal canned products of South Italy are cauli- 
flower and green olives canned during the winter months, peas 
during the month of May, cherries in June, apricots from the 
middle of June to the middle of July, peaches from July to Octo- 
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ber, and tomatoes from August to November or December. 
Fruit jams and marmalades are canned in season, 


Prior to 1914, Italy consumed only 10 per cent of the home 
production of foodstuffs, and exported about 90 per cent. The 
demands of the Italian market have increased, as has competi- 
tion from foreign manufacturers. 


Imports of Tomato Products 


In May the imports of canned tomatoes were at about the 
same level as during the same month in the preceding two years, 
although the value per pound was higher than in either of the 
previous years. On the other hand, the imports of tomato paste 
were more than 30 per cent lower than in May, 1926 and 1927. 
The following table shows the quantity and value of the imports 
during May of the three years: 

1925 1926 1927 
Canned tomatoes: 


Pounds 2,500,182 2,448,112 2,458,147 
Value $127,263 $138,876 $158,872 


Tomato paste: 
1,251,387 1,175,140 814,628 
$107,457 $95,251 $90,624 
From January to May, 1927, the imports of canned tomatoes 
totaled 17,173,578 pounds valued at $1,008,091, while imports of 
tomato paste amounted to 4,338,525 pounds valued at $453,384. 
Practically all of the imports of both canned tomatoes and tomato 
paste came from Italy. 


Oral Argument on Rates from Pacific Coast 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has announced that 
the oral argument in Investigation and Suspension Docket No. 
2909 (Canned foods, car loads, from Pacific Coast points to the 
middle section of the United States) will be held before Division 
1 of the Commission at Washington, D. C., on July 27. 


Correction in Membership List 
In the publication of the Membership List for 1927 there 
was inadvertently omitted the name of the William Craig Can- 
ning Co., of Ogden, Utah. Page 34 of the List should be cor- 
rected by adding the following: 
Craig Canning Co., Wm. Ogden. C-D-E-F-J-K-Q-X-Z- 
a-b-e-f-i-p-t 


Veterans Bureau to Buy Canned Fruits 


The Veterans Bureau is asking for bids on canned fruits 
for delivery at Philadelphia, New Orleans, Chicago and San 
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® Francisco not later than December 1. The bids are to be opened 
on August 2 and samples must be in the office of Assistant Di- 
rector of the Supply Service of the Veterans Bureau at Wash- 
ington not later than July 27. Copies of the schedule on which 
to submit bids may be obtained from the Assistant Director, 
Supply Service, U. S. Veterans Bureau, Washington, D. C. The 
articles on which bids are asked are: 


Apricots, No. 244 and No, 10 
Royal Anne cherries, No. 2'4, and No. 10 
Bartlett pears, No. 244 and No. 10 
Sliced pineapple, No. 2'4 and No. 10 
Crushed pineapple, No. 10 

Figs, No. 10 

Santa Clara prunes, No. 10. 

Italian prunes, No. 10 

Egg plums, No. 2 and No. 10 

Muscat grapes, No. 2'4 and No. 10 
Yellow cling peaches, No. 21% and No. 10 
Yellow cling peaches (pie), No. 10 


Abstracts of Canning Technology 


With this issue of the Information Letter is mailed to each 
member a copy of Abstracts of Canning Technology—Nos. 1 
and 2, Volume 5. Any member failing to receive his copy of the 
publication should immediately advise the Association's office. 


Revised Edition of “Vitamins in Canned Foods” 


To bring the information on vitamins in canned foods up 
to date, the Research Laboratory has prepared a revised edition 
of its bulletin 19-L, “Vitamins in Canned Foods,” a copy of 
which is being mailed to each member of the Association. If 
any member fails to receive a copy of the bulletin, kindly ad- 
vise the Association and another will be sent. 


Car Loadings 


For the week of June 25, loadings of revenue freight 
amounted to 1,018,206 cars, bringing the total for the first 26 
weeks of the year up to 25,326,726, a new half-year record. 
Compared with the corresponding week last year, the loadings 
for the week ended June 25 were an increase of 37,135 cars. 
The loadings for the first 26 weeks this year exceeded last year's 
record for the same period by 317,575 cars. 
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Grocers to Meet at Chicago Next January 


The National Wholesale Grocers Association has decided to 
hold a mid-year meeting at Chicago next January during the 
time of the Convention of the National Canners Association and 
allied organizations, and will have headquarters at the Congress 
Hotel. 


Decision on Fiber Container Freight Rates 


In a decision involving freight rates on less-than-carload 
shipments of corrugated fiber boxes, knocked down or flat, from 
Omaha to destinations in lowa, the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission has prescribed third-class rating and rates, effective May 
1, 1927. Maintenance of a rating on shipments from Omaha to 
Des Moines and other points in lowa west of a north-and-south 
line through Des Moines, higher than that contemporaneously 
maintained from Keokuk, lowa, to the same destination results, 
according to the Commission's findings, in undue preference and 
advantage of shippers in intrastate commerce from Keokuk, and 
in unjust discrimination against interstate commerce. The case 
is therefore held open to afford opportunity to revise the intra- 
state rating in harmony with the interstate rating prescribed by 
the Commission. 


Dr. Browne Heads New Bureau of Chemistry and Soils 


Dr. C. A. Browne, Chief of the Bureau of Chemistry of the 
U. 8S. Department of Agriculture, has been designated Acting 
Chief of the Bureau of Chemistry and Soils, the new bureau 
which took form July 1. Professor A. G. McCall of the Univer- 
sity of Maryland has been selected to head the soils work of this 
new bureau and will take the place of Professor Milton Whitney, 
who has headed this work since its organization in the Depart- 
ment, but who is now obliged, on account of ill health, to relin- 
quish exacting administrative duties. Professor Whitney will 
devote himself to writing up results of important investigations 
on which he has been engaged for many years. A. G. Rice, As- 
sistant to the Chief of the Bureau of Soils, has been given the 
same position in the new bureau. 
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